
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 1172

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection, March 22, 2011

Title:  An act relating to beer and wine tasting at farmers markets.

Brief Description:  Concerning beer and wine tasting at farmers markets.

Sponsors:  House Committee on State Government & Tribal Affairs (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Kenney, Hasegawa, Maxwell, Finn, Ryu, Reykdal and Upthegrove).

Brief History:  Passed House:  3/03/11, 77-21.
Committee Activity:  Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection:  3/17/11, 3/22/11 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR, COMMERCE & CONSUMER PROTECTION

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Kohl-Welles, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Holmquist Newbry, 

Ranking Minority Member; King, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Hewitt, Keiser and 
Kline.

Staff:  Edith Rice (786-7444)

Background:  Wineries and microbreweries may obtain an endorsement from the Liquor 
Control Board (Board) to sell their products for off-premises consumption at qualifying 
farmers markets.  Farmers markets must meet certain criteria and receive authorization from 
the Board to allow beer or wine sales.

Sampling of beer and wine is permitted in some circumstances.  Beer and/or wine specialty 
shops may serve samples of two ounces or less to a customer.  Legislation passed in 2010 
allows certain grocery stores to conduct tastings with an endorsement issued by the Board.  
Wineries and microbreweries may also serve samples.  A farmers market endorsement to a 
winery or microbrewery license, however, does not authorize tasting at a farmers market.

Persons who serve alcohol for on-premises consumption on licensed retail premises must 
obtain a Mandatory Alcohol Server Training (MAST) permit.
Liquor licensees are subject to penalty, including license suspension, for violations of the 
law.  The Board may vacate a suspension if the licensee pays a monetary penalty.  By rule, 
the Board has classified some violations, such as the sale or service of liquor to a minor, as 
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public safety violations.  For a first violation of a public safety violation, a licensee receives a 
five-day suspension or a $500 penalty.

An Alcohol Impact Area (AIA) is a geographic area, designated by a local government and 
recognized by resolution of the Board, that is adversely affected by chronic public inebriation 
or illegal activity associated with alcohol sales or consumption.  The Board may place 
restrictions on licensees located in an AIA.

Summary of Bill:  The Board is directed to establish a pilot project for beer and wine tasting 
at farmers markets.  The pilot project is for ten farmers markets with at least six days of 
tastings at each location between September 1, 2011, and November 1, 2012.  Only one 
winery or microbrewery may offer samples at a farmers market per day.

Farmers markets chosen to participate in the pilot project must be authorized, as of January 1, 
2011, for winery sales and must also be authorized for microbrewery sales if a microbrewery 
is providing samples.  Wineries and microbreweries offering samples must hold an 
endorsement to sell at farmers markets starting May 1, 2011.  In selecting farmers markets, 
the Board must consult with statewide organizations of farmers markets and make an effort 
to select farmers markets throughout the state.

A number of conditions for sampling must be met:
�

�

�

�

Samples must be two ounces or less, up to a total of four ounces per customer per 
day, and no more than one sample of any single brand and type may be provided to a 
customer per day. 
Customers must remain at the designated stall, booth, or other designated location 
while sampling beer or wine.
A winery or microbrewery may advertise sampling only at its designated location at 
the farmers market.
A winery or microbrewery must have food available or be adjacent to a vendor 
offering prepared food.

Winery and microbrewery licensees and employees who are involved in sampling activities 
must hold a MAST permit.

If a winery or microbrewery commits a public safety violation in conjunction with tasting 
activities, the Board may suspend the winery or microbrewery's farmers market endorsement 
for up to two years.  If mitigating circumstances exist, the Board may offer a monetary 
penalty in lieu of suspension during a settlement conference.

The Board may prohibit sampling at a farmers market within an AIA if the Board finds that 
tasting at the farmers market is having an adverse effect on the reduction of chronic public 
inebriation in the area.

The Board may establish additional requirements to ensure that persons under 21 years of age 
and apparently intoxicated persons cannot possess or consume alcohol.

The Board must report to the appropriate committees of the Legislature on the pilot project 
by December 1, 2012, when the act expires.
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Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This is good for multiple farmers markets as 
well as wineries and microbreweries.  We support the bill and will get back to you about 
which version is preferable.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Representative Kenney, prime sponsor; Anne McGrath, 
Washington Wine Institute.
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